
Coaches vs. Cancer’s 2010 Champion Award
Honors Clemson University Basketball Coach
Oliver Purnell
Veteran Mentor Recognized For Work to Support the American
Cancer Society and its Vision of a World with Less Cancer and More
Birthdays
ATLANTA – March 31, 2010 – Clemson University basketball coach Oliver Purnell is the recipient of
the 2010 Coaches vs. Cancer® Champion Award, presented annually to a college coach who has
been vigorously engaged in the program’s fundraising, education and promotional initiatives and
has demonstrated leadership in the fight to save lives from cancer and embolden the American
Cancer Society’s vision of a world with less disease and more birthdays.  

Coaches vs. Cancer is a collaboration between the American Cancer Society and the National
Association of Basketball Coaches (NABC) that empowers coaches, their teams and communities to
join the fight against cancer.

Purnell’s commitment to fighting cancer is evident on a number of fronts. In 2008, he and his wife,
Vicky, created TigerFest, a barbecue fundraiser that engages the Clemson athletic and university
community and fan base, and which has raised $225,000 for Coaches vs. Cancer in the past two
years. As well, in September 2009, Purnell joined four other NCAA men’s basketball coaches at an
American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) Capitol Hill rally in Washington, D.C., to
urge Congress to pass meaningful health care reform legislation to expand access to care for those
facing cancer.

Purnell is also a member of the Coaches vs. Cancer Coaches Council, comprised of NABC members,
American Cancer Society volunteers and business leaders across the nation who explore innovative
ways to fund the fight against cancer and send a powerful message that it can be won.

“The American Cancer Society, through its alliance with the NABC, is pleased to honor Coach
Purnell for his remarkable work with Coaches vs. Cancer and its commitment to help save lives.
Coach Purnell has seen the impact of cancer on his own family, having lost several members to the
disease, and he has taken up the charge to do whatever he can to benefit so many other people
who share the cancer experience. We salute him and his wife Vicky for all they are doing to further
the American Cancer Society’s mission of saving lives by helping people stay well and get well, by
finding cures and by fighting back,” said George W.P. Atkins, 2009-10 national volunteer chair,
American Cancer Society Board of Directors.

The Champion Award was instituted in 1996, with former Missouri coach Norm Stewart receiving
the inaugural citation. Since that time, the award has honored head coaches Jim Boeheim
(Syracuse); Denny Crum (Louisville); Roy Williams (then at Kansas and now at North Carolina); Riley
Wallace (Hawaii); Fran Dunphy (then at Pennsylvania and now at Temple); Gary Williams
(Maryland); Mark Few (Gonzaga); Mike Brey (Notre Dame); Bruce Weber (Illinois); Jim Calhoun
(Connecticut); and Tom Izzo (Michigan State).

Several other national events throughout 2010 continue to highlight the productive work of
Coaches vs. Cancer, including Fight Cancer In Style – an event for coaches’ wives during NCAA
Final Four weekend, April 3-5 in Indianapolis; the annual Coaches vs. Cancer Golf Invitational,
June 13-14 at the Oak Hill Country Club in Rochester, N.Y.; and the annual Coaches vs. Cancer
Classic (12-team nationwide basketball tournament) in November.

The American Cancer Society combines an unyielding passion with nearly a century of experience
to save lives and end suffering from cancer. As a global grassroots force of more than three million
volunteers, we fight for every birthday threatened by every cancer in every community. We save



lives by helping people stay well by preventing cancer or detecting it early; by helping people get
well by being there for them during and after a cancer diagnosis; by finding cures through
investment in groundbreaking discovery; and by fighting back by rallying lawmakers to pass laws
to defeat cancer and by rallying communities worldwide to join the fight. As the nation’s largest
non-governmental investor in cancer research, contributing about $3.4 billion, we turn what we
know about cancer into what we do. As a result, more than 11 million people in America who have
had cancer and countless more who have avoided it will be celebrating birthdays this year. To learn
more about us or to get help, call us anytime, day or night, at 1-800-227-2345 or visit cancer.org.

 
Jamie Kimbrough
Director, Media Relations
American Cancer Society
(404) 417-5889
jamie.kimbrough@cancer.org

 

mailto:jamie.kimbrough@cancer.org

